
GOLD COUNTRY FLYFISHERS 

�

President’s Message 
�

�
 
By Mark Rockwell 
 
I just returned from my annual journey to British 
Columbia for summer steelhead.  As some of you 
know I am a lost sole when it comes to these fish, and 
have fished them for several years all over the Pacific 
Northwest and in B.C.  I fell in love with the Skeena 
River system, and the Steelhead “Shangri-La” of its 
tributaries – Bulkley, Kispiox, Babine and others.  I 
spend two weeks there each fall on the banks of the 
Kispiox, and fishing several rivers in the area.   
 
As most steelheaders recognize you have to be 
interested in more than catching fish, as the phrase 
“fish of a thousand casts” certainly applies to 
steelhead.  Hence, over the years, I have grown to 
love the scenery, as well as the Canadian people.  I 
travel with 3 other friends, and fishing with them is a 
real treat.  Hence, it is a total “outdoor experience” and 
when you do connect with a 10-20 pound steelhead it 
simply completes the day.   
 
This year was a tough year, not because of lack of 
fish, but due to river conditions.  There was significant 
rain causing the rivers to be high and visibility low.  
Hence, it was heavy T-200 and T-300 24 ft. Big boy 
lines and large flies.  We fished the edges and creek 
inlets where water was clearer. 
 

MEETING & PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next meeting of the Gold Country Flyfishers will be Tuesday October 6th  at the Senior Center in Nevada 
County Fairgrounds – Grass Valley. Use Gate #2.  The Board & Conservation meetings start at 6:00pm and the 
General Meeting starts at 7:00pm.  
�

Program: 
Special, exclusive showing of the award winning documentary film, “Rivers of a Lost Coast” 
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As with all fishing, if you don’t have the line in the water, you 
will not catch fish.  Hence, several days were made up of 
lots of casting but no fish. But some days brought grabs and 
some fish.   
On a Saturday afternoon on the Bulkley, I hooked a large 
fish in a relatively small pool.  I fought it for about 20 minutes 
hoping it would not leave the pool as I knew I’d never land it 
if it did.  My companion, Paul, came over and helped me tail 
the fish after 30 minutes, and I was totally stunned to be 
looking at a 30 pound buck steelhead.  It measured 42” X 
22”, and was the most beautiful fresh male I’ve seen.  
Frankly, I was stunned and humbled to be in contact with 
such a beautiful creature – so mysterious and wild.  It was a 
total pleasure to take its picture and watch as it swam back 
to the river. 
It was an experience I’ll never forget.  Steelheaders are nuts, 
but a fish like that makes it all worthwhile.  I don’t have a 
picture yet available, but will try to get one for the next issue. 
 
 
Mark Rockwell 
�
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Upcoming Programs: 
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Programs �

Gold Country Flyfishers Programs �
 

�By Trent Pridemore�

�

October  will bring a special, exclusive showing of the award winning documentary film, “Rivers of a Lost Coast”.  The 
film was made by two Stanford University (The other good school in the Bay Area) students.  It tells the sometime 
exciting, sometime maddening tale of the history of the Steelhead Rivers in our North State.  It features the rivers, the 
anglers who pioneered the fly fishing techniques and the degradation of one of our great resources.  The film was 
previewed by Gold Country members at a Clear Creek Sportsman Club fishout earlier in the year.  At times I was 
enthralled, at other times I wanted to cry and I was mad.  I know the area well as I was a Timber Cruiser on the coast in 
“61” and “62” and witnessed the glory of the fishery and at the same time the destruction of the forests and the spawning 
habitat.  Some of my adventures on the Klamath and the Trinity are featured in the book that I am working on.  In the 
early years of my angling career I chased the sea going Rainbows in the rivers that are featured in the film and knew 
some of the anglers that are featured.  I want to see the film again!  It will show well on our new screen. 
 
Don’t miss this one!!!!!  Mark will try to get the film on early as it runs a little long.  
 
November will feature the return of Steve Cooper.  A year or so ago he spoke of Smallmouth fly angling on the Grand 
Ronde.  His down to earth speaking ability and the spectacular photography made us want to go.  This time he will talk 
about the world class trout fishing on the Owyhee River in eastern Oregon.  This is a great fishery that is reachable in 
one day’s worth of driving and some of us in the club have talked of a trip next year. 
 
A thought for a program in the future is an evening where members sign up and bring a digital CD with 5 to 10 images 
reflecting on an adventure they have had and want to share with the Club.  We are always looking for new waters or 
updated information on ones we know, but haven’t visited in a while.  We will be documenting our upcoming Club trip to 
the Eastern Sierra.  Let me know if this interests you.  
 
Another idea is an insect workshop where we visit local streams; large and small,  and seine, collect and photograph the 
biota.  I found my first crawdad on the Yuba a week and a half ago…anybody ever fish a  mudbug on the Yuba?  During 
fish rescue for a Truckee River Watershed Council restoration project on Perazzo Creek, we found Speckled Dace and 
Paiute Sculpins everywhere.  We should be fishing their imitations. 
 
Trent 
 

� � �

Above pictures show some of the volunteers that took part in the Great Yuba Cleanup and Restoration Day on 
September 19th. Much thanks to all who represented Gold Country Flyfishers and took part in this event. It was a great 
success, as evidenced by the amount of trash that was picked up. Above photo shows just a sample. 
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Schedule for 2009 

�

By Mike Williams 
�

�

  

 Date  Location  Fishout Leader     
 October 10 North Yuba River Trout  Ralph Wood    
 
  
 October 29 Lower Yuba River Trout  Frank Rinella   
   Nymphing Clinic 
   Hammon Grove 
 
 November  Henderson Springs Trout  Wayne Holloway  

8,9,10  
 

November  Feather River   Steelhead Need Volunteer  
 TBA 
  
 December 5 Lower Yuba River Trout  Mike Connor   
   UC Davis Property 
 
 
 
 

�
�

Fishout Schedule 
�

A Sad Note 
 contributed by Gary Smith 

 
You may already know, but it is my sad task to inform you our former club president Dave Stull passed away August 19.  
Dave was 59 years young and was an all around nice guy who was passionate about fishing.  Those of us who had the 
pleasure of knowing Dave will never forget that smile.  Dave moved to Reno and really enjoyed Pyramid Lake and that 
side of the Sierra Range.  How fitting that one of his crowning fishing achievements was reached this last winter with a 
15lb cutthroat trout from Pyramid.  The following was from his service, a poem by Larry Howland: 
 

The Fisherman’s Prayer 
 

I pray the lord my soul to keep 
While fishing out here in the deep.. 
And may You grant my fondest wish 
And help me land a giant fish. 
 
My friends say I exaggerate 

My fishes’ width and height and weight 
So please forgive me if I brag 

About the size of those I snag. 
 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray that heaven has a lake. 
I need no halos, things like that, 
If You’ll just let me wear my hat. 
 
�

Dave, with his 15 lb Cutt from Pyramid 
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Fishout Report  
By Mike Williams�
 
September Fishouts 
 
     

�
On Saturday August 29th, Mike Connor hosted another UC Davis outing on the Lower Yuba.  Mike reported the following: 
"Thirteen members attended the fishout led by Don Liljeblad.  Members accessed the lower Yuba above the Highway 20 
bridge via the University of California property.  The late date in August allowed us to fish the river with flows at 1260 cfs, down 
from the summer level of 2000, but even with the reduced flows, fishing was not easy, and the evening hatch did not 
materialize. 
 
There was some catching success, though, with Don and Len Valente each catching several fish on hoppers and soft hackles.  
Ed Tom found fish with a red Fox’s Poopah and Ann Lee Lantz caught a couple in the side channel near the picnic tables. 
With Yuba River flows now down in the 800s and stabilized, fishing should be good into the future.  Remember though, any 
fishing in the Yuba must be below the Highway 20 bridge until December 1.  The next club outing at the UC property will be 
December 5, the first weekend after the opening.  Weather permitting, and assuming a salmon run to entice the steelhead, 
fishing should be good on that date." 
 
September was a busy month with 3 outings scheduled.  The Boca outing, held on Friday September 11th, started off to be 
another tough day of summer like conditions.  We had warm temperatures expected and blue bird conditions with little or no 
wind.  Just when we thought that it would be a tough day, things changed.  The afternoon brought wind with chop, clouds 
developed and with dark water the fish went on the bite.  Water temperatures were in the low 60's and the fish were on the 
move.  Both Rainbows and Browns were caught shallow.  Todd Williams did catch several good sized fish wading from shore.  
( Davis Lake syle)  Using an intermediate line, long leader and a pheasant tail, Todd caught and released several good fish 
with one Brown about 18 inches.  These fish were in good shape, with fall colors already showing.  Most of the fish we caught 
that afternoon were in the shallow flats just off the deeper sections.  I want to thank Rex England for stepping up and leading a 
good outing. 

Frenchmans fishout / Campout was held September 17th and 18th, hosted by Wayne Holloway.  I also want to thank Wayne 
for taking the lead and making this another exceptional outing.  Wayne reported that we had 7 members in attendance.  They 
had beautiful weather and not just great fishing but excellent catching.  Everyone caught 12 to 20 fish, between 12' and 16' 
mostly, but they were very agressive and spunky fighters.  The winning flies were Wiggle Tails, green and brown, Seal 
Buggers,  red Copper Johns, Zebra Midges, but the Red Headed Stepchild was the best.  There were lots of very active fish.  
The Eagle Lake bows were gorgous fish.  The best fishing proved to be Friday night after the others had left.  Don Steffa and 
Wayne fished the evening with fish on every cast.  It was incredible fishing.  

We also had the Eastern Sierra outing late in the month, and I'll let Dave Bear tell you about that.  Thanks Dave, for leading 
this outing again this year.  

For October we plan to have a North Yuba River outing led by Ralph Wood.  This outing scheduled for Saturday October 10th 
will be a clinic/fishout with a BBQ put on by Len Valente.  In addition, Frank Rinella will again host a lower Yuba nymph clinic 
at 4 pm Thursday October 29th, at Hammon Grove.   

November 8th, 9th and 10th Wayne Holloway will lead a trip to Henderson Springs.  This is a fee for access lake with 
exceptional fishing.  Wayne has reserved the place for us and to date we are full at 13 members.  We will have a waiting list 
available, so contact Wayne if you still want to sign up.  Those of you that have signed up and have not paid, you need to do 
so now.  We will have more information on all of these upcoming outings, as well as sign up sheets available, at the next 
meeting. 

September was a good month to get out.  Even though we've  had warming temperatures lately, things should start to cool off 
any time.  We already have water temps in the low 60's in the higher elevations now, and even though it's been hot, we aren't 
getting the degree of thermal radiation that we had in Summer.  Night time temps are cooling off now in the higher elevations 
and the fish are aggressive and on the move. 

 

Mike 
 

�

�

Note: Thanks to Don Steffa for offering to assist Mike 
Williams with coordination of Fishouts.   
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Conservation Corner 
 
By Allan Gere 

�
 

GCFF CONSERVATION COUNCIL MEETING         
Oct  2007 

 
AGENDA        Time 
 
Steve Allen……… field trip experience with Bear-Yuba Consortium ..   6:00-6:10         
 
Allan Gere ……….Club initiated projects.. Brainstorming session…….. 6:10-6:25 
 
Dennis Monax……Fish and Game Commission… What’s happening…. 6:25-6:30 
  
Ace Emerling/Dennis…….Yuba Stewardship program share…………… 6:30-6:35 
 
Sol Henson……..  Sierra Nevada Alliance Tahoe seminar…………….… 6:35-6:40 
 
Other Business  
    
Next Meeting, November 7        

 

�
 

Mike Williams at Salmon Lake 

  
 

Gary Smith at Frenchman Lake��

 
 

Lunch break at Frenchman Lake 

�
�

Don Steffa at Frenchman Lake�  
Wayne Holloway likes big fish  
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FLYTYING and FLYC ASTING 
 
By Sam Higginbotham 
 
I will begin fly cast training on Saturday Oct 10 at Lions Lake located at the fairgrounds 
Time 9:30 to 12:00 AM    
  
Fly tying Wed Oct 7 at 13835 Seven Cedars Dr. G.V. 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Fly of the month FAT ALBERT Size 10, 12, and 14  two extra long  
I will have the legs body parts.   Call Sam 477 7537 before you come. 

 

Minutes from Gold Country Flyfishers Board  Meeting September 1st,  2009: 

����������������������������������������
���� In attendance:  Mark Rockwell          Mike Connor 
                              Barbara Driscoll       David Bear 
                              Neal Brunckhorst      Stephen Allen 
                              Frank Rinella             Stan Sanderson 
                                   
    -Meeting called to order at 6:00PM 
 
    -July 2009 meeting minutes reviewed and approved 
  
         
    -Club Shirts(Frank R.) To look into cost of fishing shirts with the club logo 
  
    -Aug BBQ feedback(Mark R.) 
                          -Good location! 
                          -Good food!   
       .                  -Good time had by all!!!! 
  
    -Membership Survey(Mark R.) 
                          -Multi-day trip? Possibilities, Henderson Springs,N. Umquah,Fall River,etc 
                          -Add another social evening? 
                          -Monthly Raffle. Higher end stuff,Gift certificates 
  
    -Christmas Party(Mark R.) 
                          -Date set. 12/12/09 at fairgrounds meeting site 
                          -5PM social hour....6:30 dinner 
                          -Vickie to do main courses 
                          -Member pot luck to provide appetizers, side dishes and desserts 
                          -BYOB (In process of obtaining license) 
                          -To have Raffle and Silent Auction 
                          - Entertainment to be provide by Rick Acshliman (not to be missed) 
  
     -2010 Club Officer nominations are now open. 
  
    -Meeting adjourned 7PM                                                     
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�
SPECIAL HOLIDAY PROGRAM! 

�
�

Rick Aeschliman has been a member of the Gold Country Fly Fishers since 1993.  Over 
the years he has shared with us with his slide shows of the beautiful area in which we 
live and the Sierra mountain range; each time "raising the bar" with respect to the 
quality of his presentations. 
Rick is an award winning artist, photographer, and most recently has studied the Native 
American flute under two-time Grammy award winner, Mary Youngblood.  
www.maryyoungblood.com 

�
For our Holiday Party on December 12th, Rick has prepared a very 
special program exclusively for our club that combines all of his 
artistic talents.  You will not need to be a fly fisher to enjoy this 
program.  Rick has invited us all to sit back and enjoy the  
"Quintessential Sierra Experience". 
The Program is called "Trout Live in Beautiful Places" and will 
feature the "drop-dead" beauty of the Eastern Sierra. Rick will be 
premiering for the club, an original music score that he wrote 
specifically for the program.  This promises to be a program not to be 
missed! 

�
�
Eastern Sierra Fishout: 
 
Thirteen members travelled to Mammoth Lakes for the Eastern Sierra Fishout this year. The weather was clear and sunny, with very little wind 
compared to times past for this time of year. Members fished various waters, including the East Walker River, Owens River, Hot Creek, Gull Lake, 
Crowley Lake, Lake Mary, Lake George, and Twenty-Lakes Basin above Saddlebag Lake. Our group shared two condos during the 3 day event, 
while two brought RV’s. We all had a great time the first night with a chili feed at Dave Bear’s Snowcreek condo. Sam Higginbotham 
accomplished a grand slam at Twenty-Lakes Basin (Brown, Rainbow, Cutthroat, Brook). 
 

 
 

Sam Higginbotham and Dennis Monax at 
Twenty Lakes Basin 

 

Black bear at Lake George (Mammoth� �

�
 

Ed Tom, Lake George – 
with Crystal Crag in 

background 

�
 

Gull Lake Crowley Lake 

�
 
Greenstone Lake, Twenty-Lake Basin 
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 Gold Country Flyfishers 
     P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Mark Rockwell 

Vice President: Steve Allen 

Secretary: Stan Sanderson 

Treasurer: Neal Brunckhorst 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Barbara Driscoll 

Director: Gery Anderson 

Director: David Bear 

Past President: Mike Connor 

Committees 

FFF: Mark Rockwell 

Mentoring: Frank Rinella  

Conservation: Allan Gere 

Programs: Trent Pridemore 

Fishouts:  Mike Williams & Don Steffa 

Raffle: Tim Colbert 

Library: Len Valente 

Casting/Flytying: Sam Higginbotham 

Webmaster: Terry Hobart 

Newsletter:  David Bear 

Financial Supporters of the Gold 
Country Flyfishers 

 
Wine & Roses Bed & Breakfast 

Rose gardens & Vineyard, elegant Tea Room and Victorian event 
Pavilion 

Victoria Valente 
(530) 432-4982 

elegantrentals@aol.com 
 
 

C.A.S.E Contracting, Inc. 
Quality electrical installations since 1984 

Tim Colbert 
(530) 271-2208 

 
 

Nevada City Anglers 
Full service fly shop and guide service 

Tony Dumont 
(530) 478-9301 

www.nevadacityanglers.com 
 
 

Cabelas Fishing Division 
World’s Foremost Outfitter 

One Cabela Drive 
Sidney, NE  69160 
www.cabelas.com 

 
 

The Fly Shop 
4140 Churn Creek Road 

Redding, CA  96002 
(800) 669-3474 

www.theflyshop.com 
 
 

 Acclaim Signs, Inc. 
Gene McCallister 
 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 
 
 

Len Valente, with a nice stringer of skinny 
fish from a secret lake. Come to think of it, 
Len’s thinned out a little too! (no, he didn’t 

catch them all, so don’t call F&G)   

�  



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.gcff.org 

�

Gold Country Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 94945 

�
Gold Country Flyfishers 

 
Purpose and Objectives 

 
Support the “catch and release” ethic 

 
To promote flyfishing for the recreation of members 

 
Promote and support the conservation of our water and fisheries 

 
Provide assistance to members in the skill and techniques of flyfishing 

 
Publicize and promote flyfishing, flycasting, flytying, and other related topics 

 
To represent flyfishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations 


